
 I was recently listening to a presentation by Marcus Buckingham, a 
renowned leadership consultant whose specialty is in helping people discover 
their personal strengths and to use them.   

He proposed a simple exercise: draw an oval, similar to a conference table.  
Imagine that this is your “boardroom” and that the people seated around it are 
your personal “board of directors.”  These are the people to whom you turn for 
guidance, who can evaluate the quality of the life you’re leading, etc.  They are 
invested in your success.  Then imagine: who are they?  Perhaps they include your 
spouse, your best friend(s), your parents.  Maybe your adult children.  Maybe a 
colleague or even a boss.  How many are there?  For the majority of people, the 
number is seven or fewer.   

Then imagine what that board of directors would have looked like five 
years ago, or ten years ago.  Is it different?  For most people, yes.  Most of us have 
an “inner circle” that is actually more fluid than we might have guessed otherwise. 

My (somewhat obvious) follow-up question is this: where is Jesus in this 
metaphor?  Is he on your board now?  Was he on your board five years ago or ten?  
And if he isn’t in your “inner circle” now, what would it take to add him? 

The – also somewhat obvious – answer is prayer.  But what are the 
hallmarks of prayer that lead to having Jesus as a true advisor and confidant in 
our lives?  The first is frequency of contact.  Do you know how researchers 
compile “best friend” data when measuring sociological trends?  Phone records, 
particularly cell phone records.  Who is your best friend?  The person you spend 
the most time on the phone with.  It is as simple as that.  Do we spend enough 
time in touch with God?  The Apostle Paul, 2,000 years before cell phones, 
simply wrote: “Pray without ceasing.” (1 Thessalonians 5:17) 

The second factor in having a good prayer life is the quality of the 
communication.  Prayer is not just about asking God for things, whether it be  
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ejoice always, 

world peace or a new puppy.  Can you imagine having a friend who only 
calls you when he/she wants something from you?  (I think we can all 
imagine it … but such people don’t stay our friends very long.)  Good 
communication in a friendship is communication that includes just talking 
about what is happening in your life.  It provides a space for you to talk 
about your hopes and your fears; what makes you happy and what annoys 
you.  It also involves listening and not just speaking.  How much of your 
prayer time is spent listening? 

 Upgrading our relationships with God is why we’re offering a five-
week prayer retreat experience on Tuesday evenings in May.  Prayer changes 
what we mean when we say that we “know” Jesus.  Prayer is how we give 
Jesus a seat on our board of directors.  I really encourage you to participate 
in this opportunity that you can read about elsewhere in this newsletter. 

 Presbyterians have long had an unusual relationship with the 
practice of prayer.  Until the early 1800s it was customary for parishioners 
to stand during all prayers in worship, but only clergy were ever allowed to 
speak prayers in worship.  It’s almost as if the powers-that-be of the 
institutional church were afraid of the power of prayer – afraid of what 
could happen if each and every person was directly connected to Jesus 
Christ and listening for his leading. 

 But now we invite that power into our life together.  We need that 
power in our life together.  Invite Jesus to be a true director of your life.  
Invite him to be the chairman of your board. 

Peace and blessings, 

R 
pray without ceasing”  
– 1 Thessalonians 5:16-17 
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From the  Choir  Room 

YOUTH ENSEMBLE SCHEDULE 
The Youth Ensemble will sing for Morning Worship on Sunday, May 20. The last 
rehearsal of the spring season will be on May 18. 

TIMES AND SEASONS  
Easter brings the return of “Alleluia” and with it our worship music regains its  
celebratory spirit.  Just as the glory of the resurrection is magnified by the anguish  
of the cross, so does our worship reflect this journey and these emotions.  
 

During the season of Lent our music, hymns, anthems, and organ solos all  
reflected the introspective nature of this season of self-examination and preparation 
for Easter.  The restrained nature of the music during the six weeks of Lent serves 
to make our celebration of the Lord’s resurrection even more joyous by contrast. 
The silence of the tomb is broken by the acclamation of trumpets and drums.  
 

As these sounds echo in our hearts through the seven weeks of the Easter season,  
let us lift our voices joyfully in song every Sunday.  Enthusiastic congregational  
singing is at the heart of worship in the Reformed tradition.  And those who espe-
cially enjoy singing are welcome to sing with the Chancel Choir (without audition) 
which meets every Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m.  HAPPY EASTER! 

CROSSROADS 
Check out the Crossroads worship sometime on Sunday evenings at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel.  It’s casual,  
lively, and fun, with a great band and the same basic sermon as Sunday morning (with multimedia 
enhancements).  It’s a great alternative – give it a try and invite your friends! 

                              UPCOMING EVENTS 
Family Promise has a Golf Outing on Monday, May 21 at Knickerbocker Country Club in Tenafly.  

Go to the website for more details: www.bergenfamilypromise.org 
 

The Bergen Symphony Orchestra who gave a great concert here recently will present a Pops Concert  
on Saturday, June 2 at 11 a.m. with the Greater Newburgh Symphony Orchestra in collaboration with  
“Walk for Mom” of Holy Name Hospital at the New Overpeck Park in Ridgefield Park, NJ, rain or shine. 

THANKS 
A big thanks to all the members of the Chancel Choir and Youth Ensemble for lending 
their voices to enrich our Holy Week services. Both groups work very hard behind the 
scenes to be able to present such special music.  



 

 

Family/children’s/You th Minist ries  
 

C.A.M.P. (Children’s Arts & Music Program) begins again with a 6 week session starting on Sunday, May 6  
at 3 p.m. through June 10 Second to Fifth graders are cordially invited to register. We begin with a focus on the 
CROP Walk for Hunger with a time for learning, singing, homework, healthy snack, time 
with children at the 5:30 p.m. CROSSROADS Worship, then walking for hunger, and end-
ing with Singing Sensations offering their gift of singing at the end of Worship at 6:30 p.m.  
 

YOUTH, 6th to 12th graders, continue the Friday Afternoon schedule with 
Youth Ensemble and After School Program on May 4, 11 and 18. The Youth Group will meet on 
Sunday, April 29, to make plans for May, Summer and the Fall. Scripture Study Class continues 
until the end of May. Youth members will be invited to help lead our Summer Sunday School  
from June to September. 
 

HELPING HANDS BRING SUNSHINE:  Children and families brought sunshine to the children of Haiti 
through their Christmas gifts which Fran Juste distributed personally. She will be with us on Sunday, May 20,  
to share those experiences and her pictures from Haiti.  
 

SAVE BOOKS for children and youth and donate them to the church to help us launch the  
READ TO FEED Program of Heifer Project International. When our 8 youth and 2 adults visited 
the Heifer Farm last fall, they learned about this fantastic program to help Heifer families. Your  
donated books for children and youth can be brought to the church any time. Then on Sunday, 
June 10, the kids will be able to borrow books for summer reading with a donation to Heifer. On 
the second Sunday of July and August, they return the books, borrow some more with a donation 

to Heifer and on September 9th, there will be a grand celebration of our Read to Feed Program.  
 

On June 3, the Leaders and Teachers of our Children and Youth, will be celebrated with a BREAKFAST at  
10 a.m. and recognized at the 11 a.m. WORSHIP for sharing their time and talent with our young people all year. 
 

VACATION BIBLE CAMP is scheduled for August 27 to 31 from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The 
theme is “Operation Overboard” with Cyndi Kumor directing the crew. Parents, plan your 
summer to include VBC for your 3 ½ year olds through 7th graders. Registration forms will be 
mailed very soon with a deadline of July 31 to register. It will be an exciting adventure so get on 
board!                                                                                                                          - Dorothy V. 
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CAMP JOHNSONBURG HAS SUPER SUMMER CAMPS  
The mission of Camp J. is to create a place apart where all people can experience God’s love in a welcoming  
Christian community. It’s located on 400 acres in northwestern New Jersey including a sixteen acre lake. It is 
owned and operated by the seven NJ Presbyteries of the Presbyterian Church (USA). Website: www.campjburg.org. 

 

Open House to see the Camp is on Saturday, May 5 from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. Brochures are available  
at the church with information on a variety of 29 different camps for children and youth. CE  
Committee continues to offer $100 scholarships for anyone attending. 

 

There are Summer Job Opportunities at Camp Johnsonburg and Volunteer Opportunities, too,  
for a variety of positions. For more information, or to apply, please visit the website, email: 

staff@campjburg.org, or call 908-852-2349. 
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PARENT/PLAYGROUP NOT MEETING IN MAY 

We thank Jenni Choi for her leadership of inviting parents and their young children to enjoy 
time in our Nursery enriched by a Story-time and a craft project. We will not be meeting in the 
month of May. Parents plan play dates at local parks.   

WALKING THE LABYRINTH IN MAY 
We will be hosting the Labyrinth on the Lawn on Friday, May 18, from 4 – 7 p.m. and again 
on Sunday, May 20 from 12 noon to 4 p.m.  The very action of walking serves to still our 
thoughts, opening up space for God amid the usually jam-packed busyness of our lives. The 
rhythm of walking is conducive to quiet, prayerful contemplation enriched by the beautiful 
outdoors and music hosted by members of the Labyrinth Committee. Some refreshments will be provided and 
hopefully, it will be nice weather. The Labyrinth on the Lawn is available at anytime all summer. It’s located in 
the back of Elmore Hall and you are invited to enjoy a quiet and fruitful walk. 

2ND SUNDAY PARENT GROUP DOES NOT MEET IN MAY 
 

With the second Sunday, May 13, being Mother’s Day, we decided to postpone our second  
Sunday Celebration until the Second Sunday in June, which is on the 10th. Families will be  
getting together to celebrate Mothers and Grandmothers on the 13th. Happy Mother’s Day!  

VALUABLE RESOURCES AT INFORMATION CENTER 
   

Across from the Chapel entrance, you will find an Information Center with several helpful 
resources: Brochures about Home Medical Alarm Services, program flyers from local Senior Centers, the 

FIVE WISHES document for anyone, age 18 and older, to name their wishes for care and end-of life decisions. 
These free copies are provided through the Senior Ministry of the Outreach Committee of our church.   There are 
also Prescription Drug Discount cards provided through a Community Assistance Program sponsored by National 
Benefit Builders, Inc. There are no income limitations, anyone can use the permanent card.  

 

NEW WEB SITE  
Have you visited our new WEB SITE?  The majority of visitors to our church first visit our 
site at www.englewoodpres.org.  With an emphasis on presenting our church to newcomers 
– including many more pictures – our new look is clean and simple to navigate.  It also 
comes with a new mobile-friendly version that is ideal for viewing on iPhones and other 

mobile devices.  You can also hear the sermons directly at our new site.  We are presently seeing over 600 unique 
visitors reading the site every month (by the way, over 15% are accessing the site from smartphones or tablets). 



 

 

   

              
 

FIRST THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Thursday, May 3 at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room 
The First Thursday Bible study group will meet on Thursday, May 3 at 10:00 a.m.  
in the East Room.  Please join us for an interesting and enlightening time as Rev. 
Hong leads us in a study of Mary Magdalene. 
 
SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. in the East Room (Childcare Provided) 
In this study we review the text that forms the basis of the sermon that day, illuminating issues of history, 
context, and translation that affect the interpretation of the story into a message for us. 
 
BASICS OF FAITH: PRESBYTERIANISM 
Sunday, May 6 at 10:00 a.m. in the Meeting Room 

We’re continuing our monthly series of presentations ideal for persons who are new  
to the congregation, the Presbyterian church, or Christian faith (though everyone is 
invited).  Particularly suited for persons interested in church membership, each 
presentation focuses on some aspect of foundational understanding.  This month  
Rev. Hong will lead a presentation on Presbyterianism.  What does it mean to be 
Presbyterian?  What are the beliefs we hold in common as Christians, and what are  
the distinctives that distinguish us from other denominations?  This series of 
presentations, each on the first Sunday of the month, focus on the church, the  
Bible, and on Presbyterianism in turn.  Please join us and bring your questions! 
 

AND SO WE PRAY…  A FIVE-WEEK PRAYER RETREAT 
Tuesdays May 1 through May 29, 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. in the East Room 
“Prayer is none other than the expanding of our hearts in the presence of God.” John Calvin 
 

We have a yearning among us to get closer to God. From the whispers of our heart to the openness of an 
afternoon commute, we seek comfort and reassurance, companionship and answers.  “The Spirit helps us… 
for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words…” (Romans 
8:26). Led by the Rev. Beverly Dempsey, join us Tuesday evenings in May for an opportunity to more fully 
understand the eternal importance of prayer, learn methods and practices for engaging in a prayerful life, 
and reorder our lives as ones of prayer.  Please come for as many sessions as you’re able, as each session is 
independent of the others.  Light refreshments and child care will be provided. 
 

May 1:   And so we pray … why do we pray?  What are our expectations?  Learning a simple way to pray. 
May 8:   Prayer for people who can’t sit still … that you and I might live lives in open tribute to God and  
   private prayer with our Lord.  
May 15: Lectio divina … an age-old, timeless practice for meditating on scripture.  
May 22: Centering prayer … silently contemplating God’s presence. 
May 29: Prayer partners … affirming the power of prayer with someone you might not have known  
   before, then releasing the possibilities of prayer-walking with your partner in the community and   
   for the world. 
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WILL YOU HELP HOST COFFEE & CONVERSATION? 
Outreach Committee coordinates Coffee & Conversation every Sunday after Worship. 
They are grateful to many families and individuals who help host this wonderful time of 
hospitality, friendship and fellowship. We sometimes celebrate anniversaries, birthdays 
and other occasions.  
 

Outreach hopes that many in the congregation would be willing to bring a favorite food 
to share by signing up to co-host with 2 or 3 others on any given Sunday. Hosting does 
involve coming a little early to set up and stay a little later for clean-up. Members of  
Outreach are always available. 

INTERESTED IN CHURCH MEMBERSHIP? 

Are you interested in becoming a MEMBER of First Presbyterian Church?  
Membership is simply an affirmation of your desire to declare that this is your church 
home at this time in your life.  If you’re interested in learning more about FPC, please 
speak with Rev. Hong.  We also encourage you to attend the “Basics of Faith” class at 
10:00 a.m. on Sunday, May 6.  Those persons interested in membership are asked to 
meet with members of the Session at 12:30 on Sunday, May 20 and be welcomed in 
worship on Pentecost Sunday, May 27. 

MEETING OF THE PRESBYTERY OF THE PALISADES 

The stated meeting of the Presbytery of the Palisades on Tuesday, 
June 19 will be held at FPC.  By tradition the home church of the 
Moderator of the Presbytery, who is presently Elder Barbara Ryder,  
hosts one meeting during the moderator’s term.  In addition, we are 
expecting the Moderator of the General Assembly, Cynthia Bolbach, to  
be in attendance (health permitting).  WE NEED VOLUNTEERS  for such 
tasks as planning and serving dinner, greeting and providing directions, and 

staffing a registration table.  Please speak to Rev. Hong if you would be able to help. 

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY  
On April 29th we will hold a reunion of the past graduates of Financial Peace University 
at FPC Englewood.  During the past three years we have held five sessions of FPU with 
the latest one ending on April 29th.  We have estimated that 65 people have successfully 
graduated from the course and started on the path to financial peace.    

FPU is a thirteen week course which details the seven baby steps to financial peace.  During each class there is a 
DVD shown from Dave Ramsey, the founder of FPU, and then a discussion is facilitated by Paul Platek.  Dave 
Ramsey is famous for saying "live like no one else, so you can live like no one else".  In other words sacrifice today 
to get your financial house in order so later you can live a life where you can do what you want, take care of your 
family, and give what you want to the church and other worthwhile organizations.  
 

At the reunion, graduates will share what FPU has meant to them.  It will be very heartwarming to hear the  
testimonials of how they are now on a path to financial peace.  The current graduates will be energized to hear  
the success stories, knowing that they will be there soon. All are invited to attend. 

Be on the lookout for the announcement of the next class which is anticipated in the fall of 2012.      - Paul Platek 
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FOOD TO FIRST ON THE FIRST SUNDAY IN MAY & JUNE 

How many bags of groceries have we delivered to Center for Food Action in the first four 
months of 2012? Thanks to Elena Sepulveda, Debbie Alvarez and Charlene Rees, we have 
brought 86 bags of food. That’s almost 25 % of our goal of 365 bags in 2012. CFA announces 
that these are the most-needed items: tuna, macaroni & cheese, peanut butter, canned beans, 
soup, rice, pasta, cereal and Parmalat milk. Bring your donations on May 6 and June 3. 

YOU ARE THERE IN MISSION DOLLARS FOR OGHS  
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering received in April now totals $2907! Your dollars will soon be  
at work bringing long-term recovery to the people of Haiti, to people caught in our country’s recent  
tornados through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and the Self-Development of peoples in our country and in 
120 countries. We do make a difference and we thank you for your generous gifts!! 

A GIVEAWAY STORY... 
A woman came with her two small boys – a rambunctious 3 year old who raced around the gym with a toy lawn-
mower that he took home – and a barefooted 1 year old who tried to keep up with his older brother. The mother 
was shopping for winter coats and clothes for the boys – which she found.  The treasure of the day, however, was 
for her husband, who was in the hospital, having been diagnosed with cancer.  The prognosis wasn’t good, and she 
was looking at a very difficult period. But she found a beautiful red bathrobe.  It was, she said, something special 
to wrap around him as he dropped the weight that cancer would claim.  She left with her treasures and our tears.   
 

Our tears flowed, to be sure – as we reflected on the stories of tremendous need in our neighborhood and on  
the generosity of so many folks.  Christ said, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these  
who are members of my family, you did it to me.” Thank you. 
 

We are counting on your household goods and could use your help to set up on Thursday, May 3 (3:00 - 8:00 
p.m.) or Friday, May 4th (9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.).  We need volunteers (especially Spanish speakers) on Saturday, 
May 5 from 8:30 a.m. until around 3:00 p.m. A Giveaway email address has been setup for any questions about 
donations, when/where, and large items that need assistance for pickup.   

The email address is FPCGiveaway@aol.com. 
 

Marcy Steele, Coordinator, assisted by Elena Sepulveda and Charlene Niland 

Learn.  Serve.  Grow.  

CROP WALK FOR HUNGER ON MAY 6  
Will you walk 6, 4, or 1½ miles to help feed the hungry? Will you sponsor a Walker?   
Sponsor Walk forms are available at the church. Registration begins on Sunday, May 6 at  
1:30 p.m. with the Walk starting at 2 p.m. from Elmore Hall. There are check points at  
Temple Sinai, the Center for Food Action and at Bethany Presbyterian Church. 
 

By the way, have you seen the interactive “Hunger Walk” exhibit created by Elaine Van Ost 
and Carol Cornell in the hallway at church? It’s engaging and educational.  We walk, rain or shine, as most of 
the world does for food, for water, and health care services.  25% of what we raise goes locally to CFA. 
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Other News 

First Press 

   BASKETBALL NIGHT ON THURSDAYS, MAY 10 & 24 

Adult Basketball Night is from 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays in Elmore 
Hall. Come for an enjoyable, friendly pick-up basketball night on May 10 and 24. Bring a 
basketball, if you wish, and join us for a fun evening. We do appreciate that Philip Soo  
is coordinating this opportunity. Please contact Philip for more information at  

soorealtors@gmail.com.  

Plan Ahead: THERE IS ANOTHER MISSION TRIP TO  
WEST VIRGINIA, JULY 29 - AUGUST 4, 2012! 

DEACONS SPONSOR ANOTHER AED/CPR TRAINING 

Onsight Solutions will again conduct our AED/CPR Training on Saturday, June 2, from  
9 a.m. to 12 noon for those who wish to receive this training or those who need to renew 
their certificates. Their training session was very well-received so we look forward to offering it again. The Session 
has agreed to cover most of the cost for this training and ask for only $25 each when you register. Please do so at 
the Information Center in Elmore Hall. 

DEACONS SPONSOR BLOOD DRIVE ON JUNE 24  
Through Community Blood Services, the Deacons will sponsor another Blood Drive 
but not on April 29 as previously announced. The Bloodmobile will be right outside  
Elmore Hall on Sunday,  June 24 from 12 noon to 3 p.m. Sign-ups will begin in May. 

OUR CHURCH LIBRARY IS OPEN FOR BUSINESS  
Besides all the excellent public libraries around us, we at FPC also have books to borrow.  
You can borrow books for a month from our church Library. Recently having taken the  
responsibility of “librarian”, I am thankful for the past organizing and refurbishing of the  
library room by Janet Johnston, Joe and Claire Austin, Rae Walton-Vivian, Ruth Levy and 
Dorothy VanderWerf. Ruth and Dorothy kindly instructed me in our library procedures and needs. 
 

Consider utilizing this easily accessible library for which you don’t need a personal library card, though I do need 
you to record any books borrowed. Thanks to church people, we have a fine selection of works which include  
Bibles (of various translations), reference books, theological works, inspiring novels, essay books and poetry 
books, biographies and autobiographies, and magazines on the environment, animals, theological issues, biblical  
archeology, etc. We also boast works by such important thinkers as Anne Morrow Lindbergh, Albert Schweitzer, 
C.S. Lewis, Wm. Sloane Coffin, Thomas Moore, Elaine Pagels, and Thomas Merton, among others. 
 

Therefore do take the opportunity to visit and browse through the shelves of our pretty, comfortable library 
room. If you need help locating a work, please see me, for I’d be glad to assist. By the way, the books are arranged 
in alphabetical order by author. Remember that the word “Bible” itself means “library”. For me, in this hectic 
21st Century, there is still nothing like a good book!                                                          - by Victoria L. Franke 



 

 

FPC ON THE WEB 

In addition to our new Web site, don’t forget that 
our sermons are available on our Podcast, accessible 
at no cost through the iTunes store, through our 
Web site, or directly at fpce.podbean.com. 
 

You can also keep up with FPC by joining our 
Facebook page (just search for First Presbyterian 

Church of Englewood), follow us on 
Twitter (@fpcenglewood), or check-in 
on Foursquare. 

ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

HEARING LOOP 
Our sanctuary now has a Hearing Loop 
(telecoil) installed for persons using hear-
ing aids that are able to receive sound via 

an induction loop.  About 2/3 of all hearing aids 
sold are telecoil-equipped.  Some will receive audio 
via telecoil automatically, while others have a switch 
that can be set to the “T” position.  Assistive listen-
ing headsets are also available from the operator at 
the audio control desk. 

Happy 

Mother’s  
Day  

   May 13, 2012 
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10.00 am Bible Study; 11:00 am W
orship Service 

11:15 am  Church School & Youth Scripture Study  
12 noon Coffee & Conversation 

Nursery / child care available from 9:30 - 12:30 pm 
Crossroads Contemporary W

orship 5:30 pm 
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